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The isomorphism of the conformal algebra on space-time to the orthogonal O(4,2) algebra
is exploited to derive in a manifestly covariant way an operator-product expansion on the
light cone in terms of irreducible operator representations of the conformal algebra. The
expansion provides for a solution of the causality problem for operator expansion on the light
cone. Additional properties of the conformally covariant expansion, as well as its relation
to the conformally invariant three-point function, are discussed.

I. INTRODUCTION

Wilson has advocated the relevance of scale invariance applied to an operator-product expansion.! The
possible relevance of the stronger conformal invariance® for equal-time commutators® and operator-prod-
uct expansions %° has recently been proposed. In particular, in Ref. 5 the following “improved” light-cone
expansion was derived:

& 1\
AB
A(x)B(0) xN2->oA:>-=JO ct <x2>

In the above equation 4(x) and B(x) are local scalar (for simplicity) operators of dimensions [, and I,

(in energy units), both annihilated by K, (the generator of special conformal transformations), i.e., satis-
fying [K,,A(0)]=0, [K,, B(0)]=0; O4,..., (0) (symmetric traceless tensors of dimension /,) are those
operators of the expansion basis which are annihilated by K, ; c,’,“g are unknown constants; the hypergeo-
metric function ,F,(a; c; z) arises from the structure of the conformal algebra.

In this paper we shall

(i) offer a manifestly conformal-covariant derivation of the improved expansion using the isomorphism of
the conformal algebra to the orthogonal algebra O(4, 2). In a subsequent paper® the proof is extended (in
view of later applications) to derive a conformally covariant operator-product expansion valid over the
whole space-time;

(ii) present additional discussion on the properties of the improved expansion. Besides offering a solution
of the important causality problem in operator expansions, and of translation invariance on a Hermitian
basis, as extensively discussed in Ref, 5, the improved expansion is directly related to the conformally
covariant expressions for the vacuum expectation value of a product of three local operators and for the
vertex function.

Iy +ig+n=1p)/2
B Y 2% ¢ (FRy Ay Qs 1y R -8)0 g,++0,(0).

II. CONFORMALLY COVARIANT FORMALISM

It is well known? that the conformal algebra on space-time is isomorphic to the orthogonal algebra O(4, 2),
whose generators constitute an antisymmetric tensor J,, (4, B=0,1, 2, 3,5, 6) with
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Jyw=My,, Ju=D, d5y,=3(P,-K,), J5=3P,+K,), (1)
where M ,,, D, P,, and K, are the usual conformal generators.

Let us consider the pseudo-Euclidean space in six dimensions with metric tensor g, = (+=~=~, =+),
g4p=0 for A # B. On the hypercone 7%n,=0, 1, =(n,, 7, 7e), one defines spinor functions ¥{a} (1) which
transform as

81y (1) = —4€*2J 4 5 1y 1By ()
= iGAB(LABG{a}{B} + S{a}{e}.)lp{a} (77) s (2)

where L ,5=7(1,48 p~1504) and Siq}{s; is an irreducible representation of the spinor group SU(2, 2) [which
is locally isomorphic to O(4, 2)]. Assuming such functions to be homogeneous, i.e.,

nAaAzP{a} (TI) = 7\4){0{} (TI) s (3)
one can show that the function (k=ns+1,, 7, =Ss, +S;,, x, =k'n,)
Ota} (%) =k ~Me ™™ "P)1ay (n) (4)

transforms according to a representation of the conformal algebra on space-time, induced from a repre-
sentation of the stability algebra at x =0 by matrices

Zup=S,y, A=Sgp—ir, K“=SB”-SEW (5)
or, in terms of spinor functions,

[0{e3 (%), P, ]= 18,0103 (x),

[Ofa3 (), M, J=16(x, 2, = 2,200y + 2, 1oy P Oy (), (6)

[0y (), D] = (i, 8" 870" + Ay BHO ()

[Ogej (%), K, 1={i(2x, %, 07 - xzan)é{a}{ﬂ} - 2ix"(g,,0+2, v){a}{e} +Ku{a}{‘3}}o{3}(x) .

We shall be interested in irreducible representations of the conformal algebra which contain infinite
towers of Lorentz tensors. It can be shown that such representations are uniquely specified from an ir-
reducible representation with K, =0 of the stability algebra; i.e., from an irreducible representation of
SL(2,C)® D, or, equivalently, from a Lorentz irreducible tensor (7,4n) of scale dimensions ,.” In the
covariant formalism in six dimensions such representations are specified in terms of an irreducible ten-
sor representation of SU(2, 2), ¢ Age e An(n), i.e., a representation for which » is the largest order of its
Lorentz tensors, of degree of homogeneity x=~1,, and verifying the supplementary conditions®

M4 4y e a, (1) = 341, vy (1) =0. @

iIl. MANIFESTLY COVARIANT LIGHT -CONE EXPANSION

The light-cone limit, (x— x'F -0, of the product A(x)B(x’) corresponds to the covariant limit of A{(n)B(n")
for n*n4 ~0, where n*n}=-3kk'(x— x’)2. The most general expansion into irreducible tensor operators
is of the form®

AMBO) e DL E DDA A, 00y, @®)
n=0
where
E,,(nAnz)= cn('rlﬂnﬁ)()\ff Ap=Ap—n)/2 , o

with ¢, constant and 24, A A, being the degrees of homogeneity of A(n), B(n), and p 4,++-4,(1). The gen-
eral structure of D™41" "4n(y 17) ig

n
D(n)Al“'A,,(,n, Tl’) =Z nAl . .T)An-mn'Azr-m+1 . .n/“‘nD("'”’) (n’ n')cnm , (10)
=0

where c,, are constants and Dlwm (n,n*) is a differential operator defined on the cones 77 =n"=0, finite
for 7%n4 =0, and homogeneous of degree z=3(A,— Ay+A,—n)+min k/k’. The last condition follows from
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the covariance of the expansion under the group of dilatations 7,4~ o1, on the cone 7 =0. One can show
that D”*™ (n, ") is uniquely determined, and for 7%y, =0 it reduces to

D(n.m)(n n)=( Aal)h (11)

where by (n%s )" we mean the application of nAa’ i times, where  is an integer, and its analytic continua~
tion for noninteger % (as specified later). By simple algebraic steps one can recognize that the »+1 ten-
sor covariants in Eq. (10) are all proportional and therefore one can consistently take

D(n)Al "'An(«rl’ n’) = 1"41 .o -nAn(nAaA’)()‘A')‘B"' Ap=n) /2 s nAnzzo . (12)

To define the application of (n84)*a~*s* n=m/2 op 4 Ap++-4,(n’), we introduce the coordinates (x,, &) for a
vector on the hypercone, and write

k ]

el = Py [k’EE_IJr(X x’) - d'] at (x=x"F=0. (13)
One has the following lemma®: For 8 integer,

(TlAa, ( )LB}-I< > L™= x)%t e (x= x/)ﬁlJaal .'a&J("]‘)J’ (14)
where

L7=1(,+1) -+ (4, +J=-1)=0(,+J)/T(,) and o,=0/ox"". (15)
One can write

i, +8)
(na3)°"= ( k') ;(z )B) Fo(=B; L5 (x= 27) -87), (16)

where ,F,(g; c; 2) is the confluent hypergeometric function and
[(x= x*)-8']7 stands for (x— x")%t .-+ (x~ x')%78", byttt 0,

Equation (16) defines (745/)? also for 8 noninteger.
Making use of Eqs. (.12) and (16), Eq. (8) can be rewritten as

X F(3(ly=lg+1,+m); L, ; (x=x') +8) Pag-ooa, (2 (17)
where
Dayeeoa, ()= RV 145000, x*=(x,, 3(1+x7), 31 - x%)). (18)
We note that in the limit (x- x’)>~ 0 one can consistently put
Boevo mee-(0)=0, (19)

where xxx -+ + stands for indices 5 or 6. In fact such cormponents of § correspond to less dominant contri-
butions, of order [ (x —x')?|"~7 with respect to the leading singularity of the particular tensor representa~
tion.

Making use of the fundamental integral representation®®

Fila; c; 2) =— T(c) flduu“'l(l - y)¢ e e (20)
SO T T (@ (c- a) J, '

and of the identity
e Ty e =9, +im,, (21)

one has
A(x)B(x") v \2‘[

1 ](1A413+n-1,,)/2
G=x")% ~0 759

(x=x'f

CABYAL . o yhn ginte
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X F3(lg= I+, +n); Ly (x=x7) < (87 +47))0 4.y (%) (22)
after having inserted Eq. (9) which reads as
zﬁAl...An(x’) = (e"""”O)Al. cen, (7). (23)
Taking x’=0 and inserting Eqg. (20) one finds

)(41 . 'xA" 1F1(a; c; X (8 +7:77))OA1--'A"(0) zxAl . 'xA" _i_‘_(gr‘L(Cg—_a) ‘[:duua-l(l - u)c-a,-leiux-wOAl‘"A"(ux)
r . -
=g .. .xALI‘—(—a)I‘((Z)———a)fo dun (L= u) """, ..A"(ux) . (24)

One can show that™
w ety g ()= (0= x) % (= %) 0 g g, (1)
at (x— x')?=0. Therefore
wh ety g @x)= (= ux)®t (- ux) "0 g oo g, (ux)
=1 -u)"x% > -x0 g ey, (ux) (25)

and Eq. (22) can finally be written as

o

1 \@arlgtn-1,)/2 L
A(x)B(0) 5#B<}?> x%eeex®n F3(la— g+ 1, +n); 0,415 % +8)0 o peveq (0), (26)
=0

~
2 -0 n

where #22 are new constants, related to those in Eq. (22). Equation (26) is the improved light-cone ex-
pansion exhibited in the Introduction and first derived in Ref. 5 (and its Errata, where an algebraic mis-
take is corrected).

IV. PROPERTIES OF THE IMPROVED LIGHT -CONE EXPANSION

Our earlier derivation, in Refs. 4 and 5, of the improved light-cone expansion, was directly obtained
by commuting K, with both sides of the expansion

had 1 (I_A'FIB'HI—I”)/Z ‘:‘ 4B o o
— * o 0 n,m
4950 533 2, Cups e an O e, (00, 2
where
0%, O=[++[0%,...0,(0), Po,, ], Pa, J@" (28)

are the operators of the expansion basis and K, commutes with O}/..., (0). In this way one obtains the
recurrence relation

CAB 3= lg+ L+ )+ = 1]=cB, k(L +n+k~1) (29)
giving the solution

a5 PG~ g+l +0)+RT(,+n) ,,

= . 30
Cnnsk DS (g = L+ L, + n)L (U, + nt ) O™ (30)
Equation (30) gives rise to the confluent hypergeometric function
o0 AB
Fi3y = g+t n), Lormgac-0) = 3 St (5 0y (31)
k=0 M7

Translation invariance on a Hermitian basis (see Ref. 5) follows from the Kummer identity
1F1(@5 ¢;2) =, F, (c — a5 c;-2)e?
together with the property c2%=(=1)"cP4. Kummer’s identity is reflected in the properties of the integrand

in Eq. (20) under the exchange u = (1—u). We note that there is a strict formal analogy with the analogous
behavior that ensures the validity of crossing in the Veneziano representation.

BA
n
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For 1,=1,the function ,F, (Ref. 12) reduces essentially to a Bessel function I, and one thus obtains®

—_ 1 21 4+n-1,) /2
AWBO) ~ 3] ( ;) w0 x o 0TI Ly a5 9)0% e, (3) - (32)
n=even
We also note that for 3(I,— Ig+n+1,)==h, with z a non-negative integer, ,F, reduces essentially to a
Laguerre polynomial and for given only a finite number of tensors O™™ contribute to the expansion.’®
An important property, discussed in Ref. 5, is the manifest causality of the contribution to the expan-
sion from each irreducible representation

(pa+ig+n=1,)/2 1
(}%) L ---xo‘"f duu('A'lB+l"+")/2"1(1—u)(’B'lA”"‘“")/z'loal...un(ux). (33)
o
In fact the vanishing of [A(x)B(0), C(y)] for y* <0, (x—¥)*<0, x*=0 is entirely equivalent to the vanishing
of [0q,...q,@x), C(3)] for (ux-yy’ <0, y*<0, x*=0, provided 0 su<1.
In Eq. (33) the functions

fAB(u) =glariptigtn) /2-1(1 - u)(zB—1A+ lptn) /21
are nothing but the Clebsch-Gordan coefficients for the decomposition of the product of two representa-

tions into irreducible components on a continuous basis, whereas the coefficients ¢/ refer to a discrete
basis. The relation between the two sets is

o AB B cA8 TGy = Ly + 1, +u) (Ml g— I +1,+n) .
=pt Cnmte 2\bg=tpTi, Aeg— Lyt iy (34)
jo du f2%Wu" =k oy T ) .

n,n

The relation analogous to the recurrence relation (29) in the case of the discrete basis for the Clebsch-
Gordan coefficients ffB(u) of the continuous basis, is now a differential equation,

(1= ) g‘f; FABY = [3l = Lyt L+ 1) = 14 (@ = 1, = m)] F2A2(), (35)

which can be deduced exactly like Eq. (29). The causality condition is essentially implicit in the support
properties of the Clebsch-Gordan coefficients f5(u).

By similar reasoning one can deduce the most singular contribution on the light-cone to the product of
two arbitrary tensors, irreducible under the conformal algebra. One obtains, for the expansion of
I ayeera, (05,005, (0), the solution

f:B(u) ~ M(ZA""lB'”n*'""'"B""A) /2 -1(1 - u)(l B-latlptntng=np)/2~1 ,
or equivalently

1 \Ca+iptnatnpn=-i,) /ZJC’J'AB
X

4 ‘
Jhyeeray OB een (O)xz':, Z( =
n

e ‘e R (1, - - . ‘e
X Koy 't Xa, Xy xBanul xhn Fy(g(ly= g+t ntnp=ny)il,+n;x9)

)
x 0., (0). (36)
V. RELATION TO VACUUM EXPECTATION VALUES

AND TO VERTEX FUNCTIONS

It is well known that in an exactly conformally invariant theory the vacuum expectation value
{0|C(9)A(x)B(z) |0) of three conformal scalars of dimensions I, I, and [z is uniquely fixed apart from
a multiplicative constant*:

. 1 TGatic-ip)/z 1 (yg+ig-1c)/2 1 (ptic=-14)/2
©O1C(AWBE) [0) =  ape [———(x_ n ] [&TZ)‘} [——( = z)z] 37
We put z=0 in Eq. (37) and take (x— z)* -0, obtaining
. 1 Ua+ig-1c)/2 1\(13*‘10—1‘4)/12 1 (1 g+1c-1p)/2
OIEGMAWBO 1= r caso( 5 () (7=2) , (38)

or by using a Feynman parametrization,’® following Migdal,' one finds
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+lg=1p)/2 p1
OICGADBONY r ease( ) [ autiartanor s ta-tieio 220 (510910

0

(39)

Alternatively, one can take the contribution to A(x)B(0) from the term proportional to

1\Gatipg-ig)/2
(=) Pl L+ 1o), I x -2) C(0)

(40)

on the light cone, x%=0, insert it into (0| C(3)A(x)B(0)|0), and make use of the selection rule'’

<o|c<y>o<o>lo>~(§)'° for o =1,

=0 for I #1,.

One then gets exactly Eq. (39).

(41)

Finally we note that one can calculate the contribution of a given tensor representation of the conformal
algebra, contained in A(x)B(0), to the off-mass-shell vertex function. One has

V(%2 x - p) =0 |A(x)B(0) | p),

1 \Gatiprn-1,)/2
=const( P) (o - pY (F 3Ly~ 15+ 1, +n); L+ m; —ix D). (42)

In Eq. (42) |p) is a scalar state (or spin averaged) and the subscript » applies to the given representation.

VI. CONCLUSIONS

We have considered an expansion of a product of two local operators on the light cone into irreducible

representations of the conformal algebra.

Such an expansion has been derived by different independent

methods, and, perhaps most elegantly, by exploiting the isomorphism of the conformal algebra to the
orthogonal O(4, 2) algebra. A most remarkable property of the obtained expansion is its explicit causality,
which appears here as a property of support of the Clebsch-Gordan coefficients of the conformal algebra
on a continuous basis. Each irreducible representation contributes a term which explicitly satisfies the
causality requirement. The conformally covariant expansion also directly satisfies the requirements of
translation invariance on a Hermitian basis, a requirement which in an ordinary Wilson’s type expansion
is equivalent to an infinite set of algebraic conditions that the covariant expansion automatically takes

into account. The relation of the covariant operator-product expansion to the covariant three-point vacu-
um expectation value is also discussed in this paper and the two problems are seen to be directly related

to one another.
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UThis result follows from the identity

A A, sty OlgeseC
PO 7PL - AR % | = e, ., o
x x e )Ai...‘q"—(x--x) x=x")",

expressing the action of m, as generator of coordinate
translations (Ref. 2).

2 Fi(a,2a;2) =T (a+3)(32)27%* /2L, _, ) (32) [Higher
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Functions (Bateman Manuscript Project), Ref. 10, Vol.
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"This rule is a special case of the selection rule of the
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requiring the conformal covariance of the identity rep-
resentation (c-number) of the conformal algebra, con-
tained in the operator product Oal...a"(x)o Byee- Bm(O) for

x2=0.
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